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NO TIME TO HIDE OUR HEADS 
IN THE SANDS 

IP the ostrich seeks protection from his enemies by 
hiding his head in the sand, the ostrich is no safe 
guide today for us in America. There is no hope for 
international peace if the present German spirit is 
permitted to dominate the world. As our friends of 
the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace have 
recently said : "It has become evident practically to the 
point of demonstration that German domination can 
be prevented only by the force of arms." 

Much has been written about the rise of the German 
will to power. We have been told from many quarters 
that this spirit began with Bismarck; but such is not 
the case. Frederick the Great, who died in 1786, at the 
age of 74, taught to his young prince, the successor to 
his throne, that by nature his kingdom was military. 
His exact words were: "By its nature my kingdom is 
military, and, properly speaking, it is only by its help 
that you must hope to maintain and aggrandize your- 
self; it is necessary, therefore, that your mind should 
ever be fixed upon this." He added: "The man who 
does not know the needs of an army, who does not con- 
cern himself with the innumerable details of its com- 
missariat, who does not know how an army is mobilized, 
who does not understand the rules of the art of war, and 
who does not know how to train soldiers while in garri- 
son or how to lead them in the field, such a man will 
never accomplish great things, if he is not himself a 
military leader, even although he were a most intellec- 
tual and a most skillful statesman." Again, "To make 
one's self respected and feared by one's neighbors is the 
very summit of high politics." Further, "Never ask 
for anything in a half-hearted fashion. Bather, have 
the air of exacting it. . . . Above all, endeavor to 
pass with them for a dangerous man who knows no 
other principles but those leading to glory." Frederick 
William IV, King of Prussia, who died in 1861 at the 
age of 66, said in his speech from the throne April 11, 
1847: "All written constitutions are only scraps of 
paper. The plaintiff states that he (William) is abso- 
lute monarch of the Kingdom of Prussia, and as king 
thereof is the sole government of that country; that he 
is unrestrained by any constitution or law, and that his 
will, expressed in due form, is the only law of the coun- 
try, and is the only legal power there known to exist 
as law." 

Out of such a background we are not surprised that 



Count Helmuth von Moltke, who died in 1891, at the 
age of 91, came to believe that "eternal peace is a 
dream, not even a beautiful dream; war is a part of 
God's cosmic system. Man's noblest virtues — courage 
and self-denial, loyalty to duty, and self-sacrifice, even 
to the staking of his life — are developed through war. 
Without war the world would sink into materialism." 

Out of such teachings it was natural that professors 
should come on the stage in the German universities, 
such professors as Adolf Lasson, still living, so far as 
we know, teaching the young men of Germany that 
"between States, there can be but one form of right: the 
right of the strong. . . . Every nation is justified 
in hating any other nation; . . . the highest right, 
the last right, depends on the sword. ... No State 
which itself is powerful doubts the right of might." 

These are not exceptional but typical German points 
of view. Because of them it was easy for Theobald von 
Bethmann-Hollweg, the Imperial German Chancellor, 
to say in the Eeiehstag, August 4, 1914, that "necessity 
knows no law." Kememibering the statement of King 
Frederick William IV, the Chancellor's pathetic charge 
that Great Britain was going to make war "just for a 
scrap of paper" should arouse in us no surprise. When 
the Kaiser says: "Looking upon myself as the instru- 
ment of the Lord, without regard for daily opinions and 
intentions, I go my way," he stands forth the perfect 
flower of the ancient and discredited regime. It is easy 
for such a man to say and to believe such things. It 
is easy for him to say to our Ambassador to Berlin, 
"America had better look out after this war; I will 
stand no nonsense from America after the war." 

The German Deutschtum is very much alive. It has 
expressed itself in the Delbrueck law of July 23, 1913, 
permitting a man to remain a German citizen even 
when preparing to swear allegiance to another country. 
When, back in 1902, Bobert Thiem wrote to the All- 
deutsche Blatter the following words, he expressed a 
growing sentiment among influential Germans gener- 
ally: "In a hundred years the American people will be 
conquered by the victorious German spirit, so that it 
will present an enormous German empire." That this 
was not an isolated point of view is clearer when we 
read in the same paper, under date of February 21, 
1903, from the pen of Hubbe-Schleiden : "It is the duty 
of every one who loves languages to see that the future 
language spoken in America shall be German." There 
is the Deutschtum naked and unashamed. 

Tt is true that the Germans have long looked on our 
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Monroe Doctrine with outspoken disapproval, and that 
they have pursued systematically a policy of South 
American conquest by means of "settlement," but with 
the "mailed first" behind it all. They have openly 
taught that South American land should be settled by 
Germanic peoples and that others should be "driven into 
reservations." The Monroe Doctrine has been looked 
upon not only with contempt but as an "impertinence." 
Back in 1903 Johannes Vollert wrote : "The inviolability 
of the American soil is invoked without there being 
at hand the slightest means of warding off the attack 
of a respectable European power." Count von Goetzen 
said : "The Monroe Doctrine will be taken charge of by 
us." But clearer still and more ominous were the words 
of Freiherr von Edelsheim : "As a matter of fact, per- 
many is the only great power which is in a position to 
conquer the United States." 

All such talk made it easy for Germany to fill our 
land with spies, to attempt to alienate Mexico from us, 
and to try to embroil us with Japan. We do not have 
to strain our credulity to believe that Count von Goetzen 
said that "Germany intends to take a billion or more 
dollars from New York and other places, and that she 
will take charge of South America so far as she wants 
to." She is about the business now. Whatever opin- 
ions one may have held prior to April 6, 1917, the fact 
is that today America is in danger. The Imperial Ger- 
man Government is not only bent upon imposing upon 
the world a theory of government that is dying and 
ought to be dead ; she is not only threatening American 
ideals; our very lives are threatened, both out along 
the Western Line in Prance and, at this writing, at our 
very doors. The older order of the rights of kings is 
battling the new order of the rights of peoples. Now 
is no time to hide our heads in the sands. 

If there is any one in this country who cannot yet 
sense the tremendous quality of the struggle in which 
we are engaged — a struggle between forces retrogressive 
and destructive and forces progressive and creative— at 
least it is to be hoped that he may use what intelligence 
he possesses to learn and reflect upon the lesser, but 
more immediate truth — to him perhaps more power- 
fully argumentative — that, short of the absolute and 
final defeat of Prussian autocracy, only two outcomes of 
this struggle are possible: (1) Either America will find 
itself facing years of the building up and final out- 
break of a second war far more terrible than this one; 
or (2) That America shall realize the prophecies of 
von Goetzen and the implications of Vollert. 

The human ostrich who at such a time as this buries 
his worthy head in theological sophistry, and "loves his 
enemies" to the extent of compacting peace with Prus- 
sia, places himself in the ludicrous and intellectually 



pitiable position of the traditional "drunk," who recog- 
nized whiskey as his "enemy" and therefore "loved it." 
He is parodying Scripture, betraying himself and his 
fellowmen, and, whether consciously or not, doing his 
best to defer, if not to destroy, all hope of either a 
permanent or an endurable peace. 



"GREATLY AND WORTHILY" 

When Mr. Wilson^ speaking before the Bed Cross 
Meeting in New York, May 25th, said that there 
are two things facing the American people today, namely, 
first, that we must win this war, and, second, that we 
must win it "greatly and worthily," he expressed the 
situation exactly as it is. We of the American Peace 
Society grant that we must win this war. More than 
that, we have done everything we possibly could to help 
in that process. But the motives at the foundation of 
the work of the American Peace Society are enabled to 
live and to bear fruit more especially in the light of the 
statement that we must win this war greatly and worth- 
ily. If only we can make increasingly clear the aims we 
hold before us as we go forth to war, we shall be ren- 
dering a service not only to our military forces but to 
the cause of reconstruction for which we strive. 

We can point out, for example, and with advantage to 
all the nations arrayed against Mittel-Europa, that the 
self-aggrandizing spirit of any nation which calls itself 
the master of all other nations and wills to be supreme 
in the world is intolerable. The legal rights of small 
and weak states must not as a matter of course be 
subordinated to the will of the large and the strong. 
Monarchs are not commissioned by God to be the inter- 
preters and agents of the Divine will, and to act as if 
they were is miserable business. If we are to win this 
war greatly and worthily we must of course remind our- 
selves of these elementary truths at the foundations of 
democracies, but above all we must teach them to the 
enemies arrayed against us. States do not possess un- 
limited sovereignty, neither are they above moral re- 
straints imposed upon individuals. We must all sub- 
scribe to this, Germany included. Even in warfare, 
barbarities contrary to the rules of the game must not 
be permitted. The fundamental fact of the State is not 
power but justice. These simple principles, so little 
comprehended in Potsdam, need emphasis and re-em- 
phasis until they are so clear that he who runs may read. 
To state them, clarify them, herald them, will go far 
toward winning this war greatly and worthily. If the 
American Peace Society can only rivet the eyes of our 
determined people upon these vital things so essential 
to a governed world, we shall all sacrifice together the 
more intelligently, and therefore the more willingly and 



